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The aims of the presentationThe aims of the presentation

The social sciences & humanities in the 
knowledge society
FP6 and FP7: Towards integration of 
knowledge
The role of SSH, seen from other disciplines 
Conclusions

CAVEAT: This is not an EC presentation!



NET4SOCIETY Workshop, Brussels 11 September 2008

1 1 -- Social Sciences and Humanities: Social Sciences and Humanities: 
The scientific knowledge systemThe scientific knowledge system
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1 1 -- Social Sciences and Humanities: Social Sciences and Humanities: 
What is their mission?What is their mission?
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1 1 -- Social Sciences and Humanities: Social Sciences and Humanities: 
Knowledge provided by SSHKnowledge provided by SSH
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2 2 –– Towards integration of Knowledge: Towards integration of Knowledge: 
FP6 & FP7FP6 & FP7

The European Framework Programmes are 
task-oriented and encourage interdisciplinarity 
& transdisciplinarity
The role of SSH is defined with respect to the 
Knowledge Society: SSH can inform Europe’s 
societies on commercially applicable 
(technological) directions and generate 
knowledge for societal settings and 
applications.

(Expert Group on the Humanities Positioning Humanities Research in the 7th 
Framework Programme)
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2 2 –– Comparing FP6 to FP7Comparing FP6 to FP7
FP6 – Priority FP7 – Theme 

Life sciences, genomics and 
biotechnology for health  

Health 

Information society technologies Information & communication 
technologies 

Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, 
knowledge-based multifunctional 

materials and new production 
processes and devices 

Nanosciences, nanotechnologies, 
materials & new production 

technologies 

SUSTDEV: Sustainable surface 
transport 

Transport (including aeronautics) 

Food quality and safety Food, agriculture and fisheries, 
biotechnology 

SUSTDEV: Sustainable energy systems Energy 

SUSTDEV: Global change and 
ecosystems 

Environment (including climate 
change) 

Research for policy support - 

Aeronautics and space Space 

- Security 
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2 2 –– HEALTHHEALTH

2 .2 .2 . H u m a n  d e ve lopm e n t a nd  a ge in g  

2 .3 .3 . P o te n tia lly  ne w  a n d  re -e m e rg in g  e p idem ics  

2 .4 .1 . C a n ce r 

3 .1 . T ra n s la tin g  th e  resu lts  o f c lin ica l re se a rch  o u tco m e  in to  c lin ica l p ra c tice  
in c lu d in g  (… )b e ha v io u ra l a n d  o rga n isa tion a l in te rve n tion s  a nd  n e w  h e a lth  
th e ra p ie s  a n d  te chn o log ie s  

3 .2 . Q u a lity  e ffic ie n cy a n d  so lida rity  o f he a lth  ca re  sys te m s in c lu d ing  
tra n s itio n a l he a lth  sys te m s  

3 .3 . E n h an ce d  h ea lth  p ro m o tio n  an d  d ise a se  p re ve n tion  

3 .5 . S p e c ific  in te rna tion a l co op e ra tio n  a c tio ns  fo r h e a lth  sys te m  re se a rch  

4 .2 . R e spo n d in g  to  E U  p o licy  n e ed s  
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2 2 –– Examples for the inclusion of SSH Examples for the inclusion of SSH 
in FP7in FP7--HEALTHHEALTH

Sub Area Health:
o 1.4-6: Stem cell lines for cell-based therapies: 

“The aim would be to take recent advances in stem 
cell therapy research forward towards the clinic and 
improve understanding of the biological processes 
involved. The project must address relevant ethical 
and societal issues.”

o 3.3-1: Promoting healthy behaviour in children and 
adolescents: 
“Multidisciplinary analysis (including sociological, 
psychological, economical facets) of impact and 
utility of financial and non-financial incentive schemes 
on extrinsic and intrinsic factors determining healthy 
behaviour in children and adolescents.”
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2 2 –– INFORMATION & INFORMATION & 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIESCOMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

Challenge 1: Pervasive and trusted network and service infrastructures 

Challenge 4: Digital libraries and content 

Challenge 5: Towards sustainable and personalised healthcare 

Challenge 7: ICT for Independent living and inclusion 
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2 2 –– Examples for the inclusion of SSH Examples for the inclusion of SSH 
in FP7in FP7

Sub Area Information & Communication 
Technologies:
o 1.0-04: ICT support for first responders in crises occurring 

in critical infrastructures:
“Significant improvement in the security, performance, 
dependability and resilience of complex and 
interdependent critical infrastructures while considering as 
well organisational dynamics, human factors, 
societal issues and related legal aspects.”

o ICT-2007.9.1 (ICT-2007.9.2): International cooperation of 
FP7
“Language and speech technologies with particular focus 
on Arabic-speaking regions / countries (including 
Mediterranean Partner Countries and ACP countries). The 
overall objective is to reduce language barriers and 
broaden access, usage and interaction between ICT 
services and applications.”
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2 2 –– NANOTECHNOLOGIES [NANOTECHNOLOGIES [……]]

NMP-2007-1.2-3 Analysis of the ethical, regulatory, social and economic environment 
of nanomedicine 

NMP-2007-1.1-4 Development of methodology, collection and elaboration of 
scientific-technical and socio-economic data and studies on nanosciences and 
nanotechnologies, including risk assessment, and establishment of an observatory. 

NMP-2007-1.2-1 Pilot lines to study, develop and up-scale nanotechnology-based 
processes from laboratory 

NMP-2007-3.1-3 Integrated risk management in industrial systems 

NMP 2008-4.0-12 Horizontal activities responding to emerging and policy needs in 
the context of ERA 
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2 2 –– TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

7.1.3.1. Passenger Friendly Cabin 

7.1.3.3. Aircraft Safety 

7.1.3.4. Operational Safety 

7.1.5.2 Operational Security 

7.1.7 Cross cutting activities for implementation of the sub-theme 
programme 

7.2.3.1.New Transport and mobility concepts 

7.2.4.1 Integrated safety and security for surface transport systems 
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2 2 –– FOOD, AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
BIOTECHNOLOGYBIOTECHNOLOGY

A rea 2 .1 .2  Increased susta inab ility  o f a ll p roduction  system s (agricu ltu re , 
fo restry, fisheries and aquacu ltu re); p lan t hea lth  and crop  pro tection  

A rea 2 .1 .4  Socio -econom ic research and support to  po lic ies  

A ctiv ity  2 .2 : Fork to  fa rm : Food (inc lud ing seafood), hea lth and w e ll be ing  

A rea 2 .2 .2  N utrition  

A rea  2 .2 .4  Food qua lity  and sa fe ty 

A rea 2 .3 .1  Im proved b iom ass and p lan t based renew ables 

A rea 2 .3 .2 . B ioprocesses 
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2 2 –– ENERGYENERGY

Area Energy.2.7: Hydro 

Area Energy.5&6.2: Cross cutting and regulatory issues 

Area Energy.8.6: Socio-economic research and innovation 
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2 2 –– ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

Area 6.1.1.5. Climate change natural and socio-economic impacts 

Area 6.1.1.6. Response strategies: Adaptation, mitigation and policies 

Area 6.1.3.2. Vulnerability assessment and societal impacts 

Area 6.1.3.3. Risk assessment and management 

Area 6.2.1.4. Biodiversity 

Area 6.2.2.1. Marine resources 

Area 6.3.1.4. Clean technologies 

Area 6.4.2.3. Interplay between social, economic and ecological systems 
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2 2 –– SECURITYSECURITY

Area 6.1: Citizens and Society 

Area 6.2: Understanding organisational structures and cultures of public 
users 

Area 6.3: Foresight, scenarios and security as an evolving concept 

Area 6.4: Security economics 

Area 6.5: Ethics and justice 
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3 3 –– Social Science Research in Social Science Research in 
selected FPselected FP--ProjectsProjects

P rio r ity  
C o lle c te d  

e -m a il 
a d d re s s e s

R e s p o n s e s
R e s p o n s e  

R a te  

In fo rm a tio n  S o c ie ty  T e c h n o lo g ie s  ( IS T ) 1 5 0  6 1  4 0 .7  

F o o d  Q u a lity  a n d  S a fe ty  (F O O D ) 1 6 9  9 0  5 3 .3  

L ife  S c ie n c e s , G e n o m ic s  a n d  B io te c h n o lo g y  fo r  
H e a lth  (H E A L T H ) 

1 7  1 1  6 4 .7  

S u s ta in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t, G lo b a l C h a n g e  a n d  
E c o s ys te m s  (S U S T D E V ) 

1 0 1  4 0  3 9 .6  

R e s e a rc h  fo r  P o lic y  S u p p o rt (S U P P O R T ) 1 2 4  7 0  5 6 .5  

N e w  a n d  E m e rg in g  S c ie n c e  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y  
(N E S T ) 

9 5  4 6  4 8 .4  

T o ta l 6 5 6  3 1 8  4 8 .5  

V a lid  a d d re s s e s  5 8 6  3 1 8  5 4 .3  
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3 3 –– The use of SSHThe use of SSH--Knowledge in the Knowledge in the 
projectsprojects
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3 3 –– Type of Knowledge expected Type of Knowledge expected 
from SSH: The ELSAfrom SSH: The ELSA--ApproachApproach
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3 3 –– What Contents Expected From What Contents Expected From 
SSH? SSH? 
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Work with Social Actors
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3 3 –– Assessment of collaboration with Assessment of collaboration with 
Social Sciences & Humanities Social Sciences & Humanities 
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3 3 –– Future collaboration with Social Future collaboration with Social 
Sciences & Humanities Sciences & Humanities 

The results reported so far just concerned those 
projects that had SSH included. Even more 
encouraging is the question about the future 
asked to all project coordinators:

What future?

Will collaborate with SSH in the
Future
Will not cooperate with SSH
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3 3 –– Future collaboration with Social Future collaboration with Social 
Sciences & Humanities Sciences & Humanities 

There is, however, a down-side: Lacking 
experience in collaboration means lacking desire 
as well.
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